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To provide busy parents with practical 
ways to promote school readiness, parent 
involvement, and more effective parenting. 
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P  O  C : 
What Parents Need to Know About the 

Current Measles Outbreak  

THE CURRENT SITUATION:  The United States 

is currently experiencing 

its largest measles out-

break in over three dec-

ades. Pennsylvania is 

currently at the center of 

this national surge, with 

the Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Health confirming 

nearly 800 active cases 

across 39 counties.  

September 21. Because measles is one of the 

most highly contagious 

communities to halt its spread.  

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS:  

Measles is a serious viral illness that spreads 

easily through the air when an infected person 

coughs, sneezes, or even breathes. The virus can 

linger in the air or on surfaces for up to two hours 

measles, which can include severe ear infections, 

pneumonia, and hospitalization.  

RECOGNIZING THE SYMPTOMS:  Symptoms 

typically appear 7 to 21 days after a person is 

exposed to the virus. Please monitor your child 

closely and keep them home if they display any of 

the following initial symptoms:  

¶ A high fever  

¶ A persistent cough  

¶ A runny nose  

¶ Red, watery eyes (conjunctivitis)  

A few days after these initial symptoms start, a 

downward to the rest of the body.  

classrooms, toys, and shared spaces. 

vaccination.  

two 

doses. Health officials note that the vast majority 

of current cases are among individuals who are 

unvaccinated.  

to 

to 

measles or is exhibiting symptoms, please keep 

them home from school and contact your 

877-PA-HEALTH 
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35th Red Ribbon Week Campaign Observed  
ñMaking Prevention a Priority ð Get ready to Spread the Red!ò 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

or tie one on the antenna/
mirror of your vehicle to visibly show 
your commitment to making drug pre-
vention a priority.   

Join in Red Ribbon Week activities 
planned by your community, church, 
school or organization.   

Start the conversation early with 
your children about drug prevention.  
Provide them with boundaries and 
teach them to say ñnoò when they are 
uncomfortable.  Itôs never too early to 
begin the conversation of making 
healthy choices.  Teach them how and 

 

expired medication to reduce 
the supply of easily accessible pre-
scription medication.  Storage includes 
keeping prescription medication out of 
reach of children and in a secure bottle 
or lock box. 

medication at any local 
police department or at the following St. 

Geisinger St. Lukeôs 
(100 Paramount Blvd., Orwigsburg) 
or St. Lukeôs Miners Campus (360 W. 
Ruddle Street, Coaldale).  Permanent 
Medication Disposal Collection Boxes 
are located at these hospital campuses 
in the emergency departments. 

The 35rd annual National Red Ribbon Week 

Campaign is set for October 23-31, 2026.  

This yearôs theme is, ñBe a Hero. Stay Drug 

Free!ò.  Red Ribbon Week is a nationwide 

event aimed at raising public awareness and 

and other drug use among young 

people.  Each October, the Red Ribbon Week 

Campaign encourages our community to come 

together to create healthy, safe, and drug free 

lives and communities. 

 This campaign, led by the Schuylkill County 

Drug and Alcohol Program, is requesting your 

support and participation in this very important 

All 

 

and social issues that affect 

we can make a positive difference 

in the lives of individuals and families and in 

Geisinger St. Lukeôs is working together 
with local partners to improve connections 
to drug prevention, treatment, and recovery 
through initiatives and services.   
 

Community Health, Geisinger St. Lukeôs 
484-658-4022. 



7 October 2026 

Things you need to knowðall in on place!

ASERT (Autism Services, Education, Resources, 

and Training , 

, that provides streamlined access to 

information for Pennsylvanians with autism. The 

ASERT website has free resources covering a 

wide range of topics for parents, self-advocates, 

professionals, and community members while also 

providing information on state-wide events, sup-

port groups, and online training opportunities. 

You can learn more at https://paautism.org/. 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF 

ASERT? 

Program & Personnel 
Policies Committee 

 

Community Outreach 
 Committee 

Policy Council 

 
Meetings are offered in-person 
and on ZOOM. 

Policy Council 

In-Person Meeting 

October 12th & 
October 30th 
Centers will re-open on 

(The main office will be open on both days.) 

Tues., October 13th and 
Mon.., November 2nd 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2f&c=E,1,5dZdSvxfRcsAlWpSbYIf6O9Od_48gTilI2wB5dMFjCuaeDzpJkBmn0xboMXRn-kmJJp1EG3UJ83Itn2qDmjuKwsyt4of7koE1zM8xyTEdBVeXeaA8tJPumo,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2fevents%2f&c=E,1,JzfuL-8YZ8gHomKPj_b2tHaZ2SGBXgbMjGCCoSpU5ZXcGL8zyjVe8-PwgTW7MQjEoKa6As70zSOZnACwG4DcCcGhgWyJzaYcPv6-C7bodsRuByEqoi67o1LOx4Y,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2fgroups%2f&c=E,1,gG4QqGZKmMpHK0IC9I3EeVbl3qT3jLV-j89AZl95z7x3J3bpKaPFl6EnRY5BPJB1WXY63HZMzRd45Ep49T-e61Fu4Yg_Op4X-qWR3-MOWMl2esAfYg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2fgroups%2f&c=E,1,gG4QqGZKmMpHK0IC9I3EeVbl3qT3jLV-j89AZl95z7x3J3bpKaPFl6EnRY5BPJB1WXY63HZMzRd45Ep49T-e61Fu4Yg_Op4X-qWR3-MOWMl2esAfYg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2felearning%2f&c=E,1,uM_iYfeAzXAEgTpQa5OkHk0HkiQ4rbcc3NxJeAQnByJ5dECEGa0IaeCuZd1LlyEI1VXbawm7h9oeG8xwpT-VjQTZf0QGTyq0yya6lVR9PA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpaautism.org%2f&c=E,1,GMwp23dIiuA2lKqCHS0ubDRBpuKCNaB4VpFUwwJV7YMvKpYGmVMTWW4OA312zZkiRM_XIgj52apUNkNN6XwVCZkQRTaktsG18Kd_iTdpHDCLu2Yo6g,,&typo=1
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�(�D�U�O�\���<�H�D�U�V����Child Development, Inc.ôs newsletter is distributed monthly. If you are a non-profit Schuylkill County agency that is offering a free 
service that you feel our families might be interested in or benefit from and would like an announcement placed in our newsletter please let us 
know by the 10th of the previous month.  You can send your event to: 

kwolfe@childdevelop.org�� 


