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To provide busy parents with practical 
ways to promote school readiness, parent 
involvement, and more effective parenting. 
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Lead poisoning is caused by swallowing or breathing 
lead. Children under 6 years old are most at risk. If you 
are pregnant, lead can harm your baby.  

FACT . . . Lead can cause learning and be-
havior problems.  

Lead poisoning hurts the brain and nervous system. 
Some of the effects of lead poisoning may never go 
away.  

Lead in a child’s body can:  

• Slow down growth and development  

• Damage hearing and speech  

• Make it hard to pay attention and learn  

FACT . . . Most children get lead poisoning 
from paint in homes built before 1978.  
When old paint cracks and peels, it makes dangerous 
dust. The dust is so small you cannot see it. Most chil-
dren get lead poisoning when they breathe or swallow 
the dust on their hands and toys. 

LEAD POISONING . . . Know the Facts  

FACT . . . A lead test is the only way to know if your child has lead poisoning.  
Most children who have lead poisoning do not look or act sick. Ask your doctor to test your child for lead.  

LEAD POISONING . . . Protect Your Family  

1. Test your home for lead 

• If you live in a home built before 1978, have your home inspected by a licensed lead inspector 

• Contact your local health department for more information.  
 

Sometimes lead comes from things other than paint in your home, such as:  

• Candy, toys, glazed pottery, and folk medicine made in other countries  

• Work like auto refinishing, construction, and plumbing  

• Soil and tap water  
 

2.  Keep children away from lead paint and dust 

• Use wet paper towels to clean up lead dust. Be sure to clean around windows, play areas, and floors. 

• Wash hands and toys often, especially before eating and sleeping. Use soap and water 

• Use contact paper or duct tape to cover chipping or peeling paint 
 

3. Renovate safely 
 Home repairs like sanding or scraping paint can make dangerous dust 

• Keep children and pregnant women away from the work area 

• Make sure you and/or any workers are trained in lead-safe work practices 

• Home repairs like sanding or scraping paint can make dangerous dust 
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Geisinger St. Luke’s is working together with national, state, and local partners to improve connections to 
drug prevention, treatment, and recovery through trainings, initiatives, and services.  For more information on 
resources or family support for those affected by addiction, contact Angela Morgan, Community Health, 
Geisinger St. Luke’s 484-658-4022. 

33rd Red Ribbon Week 
 Campaign Observed 

“Making Prevention a Priority” 

Get ready to Spread the Red! 

and impacts everyone. Together, we can make a positive difference in the lives of individuals and 
families and in the communities where we live and work. 

For more information about drug prevention, contact 
Schuylkill County Drug & Alcohol Program office at (570) 621-2890. 

The 33rd annual National Red Ribbon Week Campaign is set for October 23-31, 

2024.  This year’s theme is, “Life is a Movie, Film Drug Free!”.  Red Ribbon Week 

is a nationwide event aimed at raising public awareness and mobilizing communities 

to combat alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use among youth.  Each October, the 

Red Ribbon Week Campaign encourages our community to come together to create 

healthy, safe, and drug-free lives and communities.  The campaign, led by the 

to get involved.   

What can you do? 

1. 

to visibly show your commitment to making drug prevention a priority.   

2. Join in Red Ribbon Week activities planned by your community, church, school or organi-

zation.   

3. Start the conversation early with your children about drug prevention.  Provide them with 

boundaries and teach them to say “no” when they are uncomfortable.  It’s never too early 

to begin the conversation of making healthy choices.  Teach them how and why to avoid 

drugs along with coping skills and ways to handle difficult situations.   

4. Prescription medication safety is another important factor to prevention.  Safely store and 

properly dispose of unwanted, unused, or expired medication to reduce the supply of easily 

accessible prescription medication.  Storage includes keeping prescription medication out 

of reach of children and in a secure bottle or lock box. 

St. Luke’s University Health Network Campuses:  Geisinger St. Luke’s (100 Paramount 

Blvd., Orwigsburg) or St. Luke’s Miners Campus (360 W. Ruddle Street, Coaldale).  Permanent 

 



Things you need to know—all in on place!

 FOR NEW POLICY COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVES AND ALTERNATES 

 

Parents and teachers, check out this web 
site to find activities and on-line games for 
your child/students: 

 

http://www.sparky.org/ 

WEEK  

a 

       

Meeting* 
Friday, Oct. 11, 2024 

at 10:00 AM 

Community Outreach 
Committee Meeting* 
Thursday, Oct. 17, 2024 

at 3:00 PM 

Policy Council 
Meeting* 

Mon., Oct. 28, 2024  
at 9:30 AM 

    

       

 

~ In-Person Meetings are at our Main Office ~ 

"Smoke alarms: 
Make them work for you!” 

https://www.sparky.org/
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Early Years, Child Development, Inc.’s newsletter is distributed monthly. If you are a non-profit Schuylkill County agency that is offering a free service that 
you feel our families might be interested in or benefit from and would like an announcement placed in our newsletter please let us know by the 10th of the 
previous month.  You can send your event to: 

kwolfe@childdevelop.org  

mailto:kwolfe@childdevelop.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20EVENT

