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To provide busy parents with practical 
ways to promote school readiness, parent 
involvement, and more effective parenting. 
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Why Should You Go to Your Child's Back-to-School Night?   

meet the teacher, and find out what is in store for the upcoming school year.   
 
It is also chance to. . . 

• ask questions 

• learn how to help your child at home 

• gain a sense of the classroom environment 

• help build relationships 

• give and get important contact info 

• create more confidence for your child 

• show that you value you child’s education 
 
Please make sure to check your center’s “Weekly Happenings” and mark your calendar so you can plan to 
join us for “Back to School Night”! 
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If you are walking your child to school  we ask that 
you follow these Pedestrian Safety Rules. 

We will review these rules with your child each day. 

We will practice these safety rules when we walk to 
the playground or when we take short walks around 
the community. 

 Hold your child’s hand and do not allow him/her to 
cross the street alone 

 Stop at the curb before crossing the street 

 Walk; don’t run, across the street 

 Cross at corners, using traffic signals and cross-
walks 

 Look left, right, and left again before crossing the 
street 

 Walk facing traffic 

 Make sure drivers see you before crossing in front of 
them 

 Do not allow your child to play in driveways, streets, 
parking lots or unfenced yards by the street 

 When walking at night, dress your child in white 
clothing or reflectors 

 When crossing the street in front of a school bus 
make sure you are at least 10 feet away from the 
school bus 

 Always stop at the curb, any driveway, or alley that 
crosses a sidewalk.  

 Look LEFT-RIGHT-LEFT to make sure the road is 
clear before you cross the street. 

 Always cross at the corner. 

 Cross only on a “green” or “walk” light.  This is a 
good opportunity to introduce and/or reinforce the 
meaning of STOP signs and traffic signals. 

If you are transporting your child to the center in your 

car, we ask that you follow Pennsylvania’s Child Pas-

senger Safety Laws. 

Children under 4 years of age are required to use a 

child restraint device.  Non-use is a primary offense.  

Children 4 to 8 years of age are required to use a 

booster seat.  Non-use is a secondary offense.  The 

fine is a sliding fee up to $100.00.  

It is recommended that any child under the age of 12 

sit in one of the rear seats of the vehicle and not in the 

front. 

Please know that when our staff observes any non-

compliance with the above laws, they will first talk with 

you to make sure you know and follow these state 

laws. We can provide assistance with obtaining appro-

priate restraints and boosters.    

Should non-compliance continue to be observed by 

our staff, they are required to report it to the appropri-

ate authorities.  

We ask that you follow these additional safety precau-

tions when you transport your child to center:  

 Please turn off your vehicle before exiting your car 
and taking your child into the building. 

 Do not leave children unattended in your vehicle. 

 Do not exit your child on the side 
facing the street. 

 Please hold your child’s hand until he/she is in-
side the front doors of the building. 

Together, with our team, you can minimize 
your child’s risk of harm by practicing 

and teaching transportation 
and pedestrian safety.  

Have a safe and happy year. 

TRANSPORTATION AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY  
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are to ensure every child’s safety. 

message on your child’s 
classroom telephone exten-
sion number.  

We ask that you call as early 
as possible and before 8am.  Leaving a message the 
night before is fine. We do not want the staff distracted 
by answering the phone once the children are in the 
classroom. 

If you do not call us, we are required to call you within 
one hour if your child is not at school by his/her start 
time and we have not heard from you. To avoid this 
call, please call us and let us know that your child will 
be absent.  

In advance, thank you for your understanding and 
 

attendance and your child’s safety. 

notify your Family Advocate of 

have any questions or concerns, 

 

YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE 
AND AFETY  

that it is very important 
that we keep all children and staff 
safe in our facilities.   

We have special circumstances 
with children and families such as 

Protection from Abuse (PFA) orders 
 

• Each parent/family member must use the system 
to be permitted into the building.  

• DO NOT hold the door or let anyone else in…

.  

• Please share this information 
with the other adults who 
help with bringing and 
picking up your child at 
the center.  

In advance, thank you for  
your understanding and 
cooperation with this 
important safety matter.   

TEXT AND E-MAIL 
SCHOOL CLOSURE  

NOTIFICATIONS 

BE SAFE . . .  REMINDER 
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Lead poisoning is caused by swallowing or breathing 
lead. Children under 6 years old are most at risk. If you 
are pregnant, lead can harm your baby.  

FACT . . . Lead can cause learning and be-
havior problems.  

Lead poisoning hurts the brain and nervous system. 
Some of the effects of lead poisoning may never go 
away.  

Lead in a child’s body can:  

• Slow down growth and development  

• Damage hearing and speech  

• Make it hard to pay attention and learn  

FACT . . . Most children get lead poisoning 
from paint in homes built before 1978.  
When old paint cracks and peels, it makes dangerous 
dust. The dust is so small you cannot see it. Most chil-
dren get lead poisoning when they breathe or swallow 
the dust on their hands and toys. 

LEAD POISING . . . Know the Facts  

FACT . . . A lead test is the only way to know if your child has lead poisoning.  
Most children who have lead poisoning do not look or act sick. Ask your doctor to test your child for lead.  

LEAD POISING . . . Protect Your Family  

1. Test your home for lead 

• If you live in a home built before 1978, have your home inspected by a licensed lead inspector 

• Contact your local health department for more information.  
 

Sometimes lead comes from things other than paint in your home, such as:  

• Candy, toys, glazed pottery, and folk medicine made in other countries  

• Work like auto refinishing, construction, and plumbing  

• Soil and tap water  
 

2.  Keep children away from lead paint and dust 

• Use wet paper towels to clean up lead dust. Be sure to clean around windows, play areas, and floors. 

• Wash hands and toys often, especially before eating and sleeping. Use soap and water 

• Use contact paper or duct tape to cover chipping or peeling paint 
 

3. Renovate safely 
 Home repairs like sanding or scraping paint can make dangerous dust 

• Keep children and pregnant women away from the work area 

• Make sure you and/or any workers are trained in lead-safe work practices 

• Home repairs like sanding or scraping paint can make dangerous dust 
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Isn't it funny how certain months of the year make us 

think and feel certain ways. (October—fall fun and 

escape into make believe; November— a time for  

family gathering and Thanksgiving; December—warm 

memories, family tradition and giving; February—the 

month of love; March the magic of leprechauns. So, I 

was thinking, what about September?  It's always 

been one of my favorite months for obvious reasons.  

Admittedly after 911 it has become a month to appre-

ciate. The special people who bring challenge, as well 

as happiness along life's journey. 

Recently, I was reminded of this once more when I 

was asked to meet with a family suffering great loss 

that day,  Mary Louise and I got to talking and she 

reminded :  

The tread may stretch, constrict 

or tangle, but or will never break."   

of life events.  How a book shows up 

of guidance or some healing.  

book, it got me thinking about the thread that may 

tangle but never breaks

I remembered a story from my childhood of the red 

September Thoughts 

string with mystical powers of protection wound 

around the tomb of Rachael.  A universal symbol 

through the years of protection from misfortune, the 

red string is tied to the left wrist.  It is worn on the left 

hand because this is the direct line to the heart, the 

receiving side of the spiritual body.  

The red string is often given or 

received from a friend or family member and remains 

in place until it falls away. 

So in this month of September your Mental Health 

Team sends you well wishes.  For those who are 

struggling with life's challenges, we wish for you the 

synchronicity of the universal invisible string that ties 

us all together.  We encourage you to celebrate with 

us by wearing or giving the invisible red string to 

someone you love.  May good fortune follow you and 

may you hold positive thoughts for all of those you 

meet along your life's path.  

Sincerely, 
Bev Weikel 

Mary Louise Fanelli 
Stacy Meredith 

Your Mental Health Team 
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Recovery Month is Set for September… 

successes made by our family, friends, and neighbors who 
are living in recovery.  It’s also aimed at increasing aware-
ness and education on treatment and recovery for sub-

stance use disorder.  This year’s theme is titled “Hope is 
Real.  Recovery is Real.” 
 
What can YOU do to help support others in recovery from 
Substance Use Disorder?  
 

Join a Recovery Walk/Event:   
Schuylkill County will be holding its 3rd Annual Walk for Re-
covery event on Thursday, September 7, 2023 with registra-
tion beginning at 5:00 and the walk kicking off at 6:30 PM.    
Walk to show your support for family, friends, and neighbors 
who are in recovery!  Community service providers, human 
service agencies and local support 

(see the attached flyer).        
 

Learn more about Substance Use Prevention, 
Treatment, and Recovery:   
A Substance Use/Opioid Use Disorder Rural Resource 
Guide is available listing prevention, treatment, and recovery 
services in Schuylkill and Carbon counties.  You can view 
this guide on the Child Development’s website.  

 the bottom of 
the resource list.  Knowing what is 

struggling with a substance use 
disorder.  
 

Be a part of the solution and help discard unwant-
ed, unused, or expired prescription drugs in your 
medicine cabinet:   

  Geisinger St. Luke’s (100 Paramount 
Blvd., Orwigsburg) and St. Luke’s Miners Campus (360 W. 
Ruddle St., Coaldale).  A Fall and Spring National Drug 
Take Back Day is also organized in our communities.  To 
learn more, call the number below. 

Early Years, Child Development, Inc.’s newsletter is distributed monthly. If you are a non-profit Schuylkill County agency that is offering a free service that 
you feel our families might be interested in or benefit from and would like an announcement placed in our newsletter please let us know by the 10th of the 
previous month.  You can send your event to: 

kwolfe@childdevelop.org  

St. Luke’s is working together with national, state, and local partners to improve connections to prevention, treatment, and 
recovery through trainings, initiatives, and services.  For more information on resources or family support for those affected 
by addiction, contact Angela Morgan, Community Health, Geisinger St. Luke’s (570) 645-0183. 

mailto:kwolfe@childdevelop.org?subject=NEWSLETTER%20EVENT

